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1. Introduction
a. The Han Dynasty is really the first dynasty that has recoded documents
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Han Dynasty brought about stability for a little more than 400 years and preserved the Chinese culture (Han Dynasty, 2017).
i. Considered the Golden Era in China
c. The Han Dynasty is considered the Golden Era of China due to advancements in philosophy, art, and the preservation of Chinese culture.
2. History
a. The Han Dynasty ruled of China from the year 206 B.C. to 220 A.D. (Han Dynasty, 2017).
b. The Han Dynasty brought back the teachings of Confucianism.
i. During a previous dynasty, many Confucian texts had been lost.
ii. An intellectual named Fu Sheng tried saving as many texts as he could (Cartwright, 2017).
1. Put forth a program that had nearly 30,000 students studying Confucianism.
c. A man named Zhang Qian was sent on an expedition to contact tribes west of China. The path he took was mapped and later became the silk road (Han Dynasty).
d. The Han Dynasty finally fell due watered-down leadership.
i. Too many leaders either died early or did not have and heirs to pass down leadership
1. This led to distant relatives being in power or young infants in power that had an elder rule for them
3. Cultural Context
a. Many wealthy individuals sprung up during the Han era, bringing a demand for fine works of art (Violatti, 2013).
i. This led to the first glazed pottery and first figure painting.
b. Confucianism was main part of the Han culture throughout the dynasty’s rule.
i. Confucianism is considered a philosophy as well as a religion that persevered traditional Chinese values (Violatti, 2013).
ii. Confucianism also brought about schools that bread many young philosophers.
c. The values of the Chinese people during the rule of the Han Dynasty were harmony, wisdom, and loyalty.
d. The Han Dynasty did bring around some social changes including abolishing universal conscription, punishing family members if their relative committed a crime, and changes to wills (Cartwright, 2017).
4. Gender Roles
a. Some women were able to hold property and even mange businesses
b. Men were the head of the house
i. Men controlled the women and children in their household
c. There was a hierarchy for women in the house (Khan Academy, n.d.).
i. Women were loyal to different men like father or husband at different times in their lives.
ii. Mother of an influential son had more power than a young sons new bride
5. Acculturation
6. Conclusion
a. Confucianism played a significant role in the Han Dynasty
i. Brought about many writings, values for the Chinese people to follow, and many young philosophers.
b. The Han Dynasty was able to provide stability to China and bring about many great feats including the silk road, creation of paper, and advances in science.
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